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SUB J : DAYAN'S DECLINE-A CAMEO PORTRAIT 

1. BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED. FOLLOWING IS EMBASSY TRANSLATION OF 
FRONTPAGE ARTICLE FROM SEPTEMBER 17 MAARIV. BEGIN TEXT: 

FOR PERES THEY WERE WAITING- BUT DAYAN WAS IGNORED. BY PHILLIP 
BENN MAARIV CORRESPONDENT IN THE US. 

HALF AN HOUR AFTER DEFENSE MINISTER SHIMON PERES AND HIS 
ENTROURAGE, INCLUDING THE AIR FORCE COMMANDER AND A NUMBER OF 
DERENCS EMINISTRY OFFICIALS, HAD ARRIVED AT THEIR HOTEL IN NEW 
YORK, THERE CAME OUT OF THAT SAME HOTEL A LONELY MAN. DRESSED 
IN A SPORTS JACKET-MOSHE DAYAN. HE WENT OUT ON A TOUR OF 
LECTURES THROUGHOUT THE US, FOR WHICH HS IS TO GET HANDSOMELY 
PAID. 

A NUMBER OF SECURITY PEOPLE, AMERICAN AND ISRAELI, WERE ON 
THE SPOT IN ORDER TO SAFEGUARD ISRAEL'S FORMER AND INCUMBENT 
DEFENSE MINISTERS. MR. DAYAN S HOTEL BILL WAS PAID BY HIS 
IMPRESSARIO. HOWEVER, THE REAL DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE FORMER 
AND THE INCUMBENT DEFENSE MINISTER WAS THAT A CROWD OF 
CORRESPONDENTS AND TV CAMERAMEN WERE WAITING THIS TIME FOR 
SHIMON PERES, BUT DAYAN WAS IGNORED. SIC TRANSIT GLORIA MUNDI... 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 TEL AV 05993 191104Z 
END TEXT 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


2. BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL. WELL-ESTABLISHED JOURNALIST CLOSE TO 
DAYAN, IN CALLING THIS ARTICLE TO OUR ATTENTION, NOTED THAT IT 
WAS ONLY NOW, TWO YEARS AFTER OCTOBER WAR, THAT DAYAN REALIZED 
FULL SIGNIFICANCE OF WHAT HAD HAPPENED TO HIM POLITICALLY SINCE 
THEN. HE SAID THAT DAYAN'S FREQUENT TRIPS OUTSIDE ISRAEL FOR 
SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS WERE THEMSELVES AN INDEX OF THE SHARP 
DECLINE FROM THE DEEPLY DISCOMFITING FACT THAT HE IS NO LONGER 

A CENTRAL FIGURE IN ISRAELI POLITICAL LIFE. THIS SHORT REPORT, 
JOURNALIST OBSERVED, SAID MORE THAN MANY LENGTHY ANALYSES 
ABOUT DAYAN'S PRESENT SITUATION. 

3. COMMENT :D AY AN INDEED IN A POLITICAL NADIR. FACT THAT 
ONLY TWO OF HIS RAFI COLLEAGUES JOINED WITH HIM IN VOTING 
AGAINST INTERIM AGREEMENT IN KNESSET, AFTER HE HAD MADE 
EXTENSIVE EFFORT TO MARSHAL PARTY AND PUBLIC BACKING FOR 
HIS CASE, UNDERLINES THE SHARP LIMITS OF HIS INFLUENCE AT 
THIS STAGE. OBVERSE OF THIS COIN IS CONTINUING CONSOLIDATION 
OF CURENT LEADERSHIP'S AUTHORITY AND APPEAL TO LABOR PARTY 
RANK AND FILE. 
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